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much, that I have almost forgotten I was of another Clime, and 
have wish'd myself for ever amongst them. 

Adieu ! happy People, For the Favours I have reap'd at your 
Hands, Gratitude shall ever fill my Breast; I leave you but to 
return again (The Author was again in Maryland for some Time, 
and many of the detaeh'd Observations were made then, though 
he chose to interweave them with this short Tour) ; once more to 
partake of your Halcyon Feasts, and hearty jovial Mirth. 

For now, with glad'ned eyes, we view the bounds 
Of that fam'd colony, from whence the weed, 
The salutiferous plant, that sends the breast 
From noxious vapours of th' inclement morn, 
Provocative to solid, studious tho't, 
Derives its birth and use; the land chat erst 
Employ'd the labours of our virgin queen, 
And still is sacred to Eliza's fame. 

{To be continued some other time.) 



OATH OF ALLEGIANCE IMPOSED BY THE VIRGINIA 

LEGISLATURE IN 1780.* 

In the House of Delegates, July 6, 1780 — A resolution to oblige 

the Members of the General Assembly to give unequivocal 

proofs of their attachment to the cause of America: 

Whereas, it is necessary, in the present great crisis, to make 

the most powerful efforts for resisting the efficacy, the destructive 

*I do not find this resolution included in Hening, Statutes at 
Large, but it was published in the Virginia Gazette. How the people 
of that day would have been astonished at the novel doctrine set out by 
Lincoln in his special message July 4, 1861, and popular, indeed, since 
the war throughout the North. When he argues that the 
States were not sovereign because they never existed out of Union 
the answer is that he should first show that there is something 
in the nature of union which is contradictory to separate State 
nationality. No international law writer, to my knowledge, has ever 
asserted that sovereign States may not unite and present one national 
front to the world, without any of them loosing that character of sov- 
ereignty as defined by Lincoln — "a political community without a 
political superior." In such a case the national government is a mere 
creature of the States, and all its acts are done in their names as the 
political superiors. 
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designs of the common enemy, and such indispensable efforts 
may be impeded and interrupted, if the fullest confidence in the 
attachment of those, who constitute the Legislature, does not 
prevail. 

Resolved, Nemine contradicente, That every member of the 
General Assembly shall give an unequivocal proof of his uniform 
and steady determination to support and maintain the cause of 
America, and the independence of his country, by taking the 
following oath or affirmation — to wit : " I, A. B., do solemnly 
and sincerely declare and swear or affirm that the State of 
Virginia is, and of right ought to be, a free, sovereign, and 
independent State; and I do forever renounce and refuse all 
allegiance, subjection, and obedience to the King or crown of 
Great Britain; And I do farther swear (or solemnly, sincerely, 
and truly declare and affirm) that I never have, since the Decla- 
ration of Independence, directly or indirectly aided, assisted, 
abetted or in any wise countenanced the King of Great Britain, 
his Generals, fleets, or armies, or their adherents, in their claims, 
upon these United States : And that I have ever since the Decla- 
ration of the Independence thereof, demeaned myself as a faith- 
ful citizen and subject of this, or some one of the United States : 
And that I will at all times maintain and support the freedom, 
sovereignty, and independence thereof" ; which oath shall be ad- 
ministered by the Speaker of either house to the members of 
each, on the day after this resolution shall have passed; and in 
the presence of the respective houses assembled, each of the said 
Speakers having previously taken the said oath before the Gov- 
ernour. And such members as may not be in town to take the 
oath in manner before directed, shall take the same in the court 
of his county, at the next court to be held, after this resolve shall 
reach such members, and produce a certificate thereof from the 
clerk of the court, to the meeting of the General Assembly. 

John Beckley, C. H. D. 

Agreed to by the Senate. 
William Drew, C. S. 



